SOME ACCIDENTALS OF THE CHURCH
their qualities or defects, they will have to find
a way out of the morass without the aid of
applied theology, which is no more likely to
solve their difficulties than it would problems of
chemistry or medicine. It will be an " accident"
if the Church can help them.
At this point some critic may well say, " Is
there, then, nothing to be done ? Are you not
reverting to that very attitude of passive isolation
which you condemned ? Cannot Catholic
principles be applied to the relief of a stricken
world ?" The answer is, They can be so
applied, but not usually by any organized
external corporate effort. It is by the individual
doing his individual duty according to his own
conscience in his own sphere that we must fulfil
our task*
One of the best men I ever knew, a priest and
schoolmaster, was accustomed to concentrate
his spiritual teaching to his pupils very largely
on three points: the sacramental life, the
virility of continence, and the sanctification of
secular activities. I am .sure that his doctrine
on the last point is applicable beyond the private
life of individuals. It is by the percolation of
truth and right into every department of life
that in these times, so far as the laity can dis-
charge it, the mission of the Church must be
made effective. It was once the fashion to dwell
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